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Application for Teen Leadership Institute, Summer 2025
(for Sojourners entering grades 9 and 10 while at camp)

What is TLI?

Camp Sojourner’s Teen Leadership Institute (TLI) is for returning Camp Sojourner campers who will be at least 14 years old or entering 9th or 10th grade in the fall of 2025. The program includes wilderness exploration, outdoor cooking, facilitation skills, and enjoying some of the camp activities you have loved in the past. You will have the option to do an overnight camping trip. If you are accepted into this program, you will be asked to meet in the spring to help plan summer activities and to play a leadership role with the rest of our campers during summer session. After camp, you will be offered the opportunity to participate in our year-round TLI activities, which includes learning about social justice movements, exploring college and career option, mentoring with our TLI staff, and more. We strongly prefer candidates who can participate in year-round activities and play a meaningful role as leaders year-round.
Who should be part of TLI?

We are looking for mature, dedicated people to be part of Camp Sojourner’s TLI program. While you are at camp in the summer, TLI members get into “deep” discussions and are asked to step up as leaders. You will have lots of fun, but you should be able to get serious too, and take real responsibility (for yourself, for supporting other people.) You should be someone who can act as a role model for other campers, and who wants to learn about yourself, other people, and the world around you.
How should you complete this application?

This application is your opportunity to show the TLI staff that you are interested in learning and growing as a person, and contributing to the larger camp community. Please answer the application questions as thoughtfully as you can. You may type your responses and attach on a separate paper, if that would be easier for you.

Applications are due by March 1. 

You can email your application to alisha@girlsleadershipcamp.org 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts and getting to know you!

Application for Teen Leadership Institute, Summer 2025
Name: ______________________________________
DOB: ________  Age you will be at camp: ____

School you currently attend: ____________________________________________  Current grade: ___

School you will attend next fall: _________________________________________  Grade next fall: ___
1.  How many years have you attended Camp Sojourner? ____

2.  How would you rate yourself in the following areas? (1 is low, 5 is high)

Working as part of a group 



1
2
3
4
5

Working independently




1
2
3
4
5

Following through on things I commit to


1
2
3
4
5

Asking questions if I don’t understand something
1
2
3
4
5

Sharing my ideas




1
2
3
4
5

Supporting other people to try new things

1
2
3
4
5

Getting other people involved



1
2
3
4
5

Acting as a positive role model to other people

1
2
3
4
5

3. Why are you interested in being part of Camp Sojourner’s Teen Leadership Institute 2025?

4.
What do you think your Camp Sojourner Counselors and Directors would say about you? Do you think we have the correct impression of who you are as a person? If not, is there anything you would you like to change about our impression of you? 

5.   What strengths do you feel you have to bring to the Camp Sojourner Teen Leadership Institute?

6.
If you had to name your two biggest weaknesses or challenges, what would they be?

7.  What are your talents/hobbies/passions? (What activities are you involved in, inside and outside of school? What do you like to do for fun, even when you are by yourself?)

8. How comfortable are you with being outdoors, in the woods? What do you already feel comfortable doing, and what would you like to know more about? (For example, how to build a fire, recognize edible plants, find your way using a compass, mark trails, build a shelter, hike steep mountains, etc.)

9. What issues or problems in your community or the larger world are you concerned about? Why do you care about this topic(s)?  
10. What social movements or positive actions have you been inspired by and/or wish to be part of? (If you don’t have an answer to this question, that’s okay! We will be discussing these topics during TLI meetings—we just want to know what you are thinking about.)

______________________________________________________________________________


Signature of Camp Sojourner Applicant


    
Date

Thank you for taking the time to complete this application and letting us get to know you! Please make sure to submit by March 1 and we will be in touch by the second week of March to confirm TLI admission status.
